Gunshot injury to the face with a missile lodged in the upper cervical spine without neurological deficit.
An unusual case of facial gunshot injury with the missile lodged in the cervical spinal canal, but without any neurological impairment is reported. The extent of tissue damage and missile track termination in a male patient who sustained gunshot trauma to the face was assessed by plain radiography and by CT scans. The patient was treated conservatively and observed for clinical manifestations of neurological deficit for 3 weeks. CT of the head and neck performed 13 years after injury with the three-dimensional (3D) reconstruction of skeletal elements revealed healed fractures of the right nasal bone, the labyrinth of the right ethmoid bone, and position of the missile on the medial aspect of the right lateral mass of the atlas. There was no migration of the missile during this period. This case report of gunshot wound to the face associated with injury of the cervical spine indicated possibility of survival and atypical absence of clinical manifestation that may occur even when a bullet remains in the spinal canal.